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NEWS RELEASE   
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

The international investment funds industry envisions a prosperous future 

for investors who will continue to benefit from regulatory cooperation and increased education.

SEOUL, KOREA (October 21, 2009) – Delegates from thirty associations from around the world gathered for the 23rd Annual Conference and General Meeting of the International Investment Funds Association in Seoul from October 19-21, 2009.  
Kun Ho Hwang, Chairman of the Korean Financial Investment Association and host of the Conference, said members came together to discuss future directions for the investment funds industry and the changes and impacts that have occurred over the past year as a result of the difficult financial markets.  Reviewing these events, including their effects in different markets, and learning from them is critical.  Strong financial markets depend on public trust and confidence.  Transparency and effective oversight serve to promote strong markets and are hallmarks of regulated investment funds.  
The investment funds industry is well-positioned as a savings and investment vehicle and as such should continue to grow and develop to help investors meet their financial goals while contributing to global economic growth.  IIFA members welcome the efforts of international regulators, legislators and multi-national bodies, such as the G20 and the International Organization of Securities Commissions (IOSCO), to work more cooperatively with the funds industry to increase stability in the global financial markets.  Peter De Proft, Chairman of the Board of Directors of the IIFA commented, “We support active engagement among governments, regulators and stakeholders in the financial markets.  We believe these efforts will help strengthen economies, restore and build investor confidence and enhance the regulatory framework for all market participants.”       
- ABOUT IIFA -

The IIFA has been operating since 1987 and is an association of national and regional investment funds associations from around the globe, collectively representing close to US$18.2 trillion assets at the end of the first quarter of 2009.  The IIFA includes a board of directors from fourteen countries, as well as member working committees, focusing on issues of interest to investment funds.

For further information, please contact Sylvie Lachapelle, International Investment Funds Association, tel.: 514 284-2434 or email iifa@bellnet.ca  (www.iifa.ca)
